CORPORATE AND PRIVATE EVENTS

SOMERSET HOUSE
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SOMERSET HOUSE

ENTERTAINING
A
T SOMERSET HOUSE
OUTSTANDING EVENT MANAGEMENT IN A UNIQUELY BEAUTIFUL VENUE

Our Events Team are dedicated to creating exceptional
events for a wide range of clients. With a number
of diverse spaces available for hire and a leading list
of accredited event suppliers, we will ensure every
expectation is surpassed. Equally, we can create
bespoke events and private tours of exhibitions if you
would like to connect your event with our wide-ranging
cultural programme.

Somerset House is one of London’s most spectacular
and cherished buildings. The rich heritage of this
historic palace is matched by a commitment to
the most exciting contemporary culture, making
it a uniquely fascinating and stimulating venue.
Overlooking the River Thames, our stunning neoclassical building is one of the city’s most versatile
venues, suitable for staging events of all styles
and sizes.

The grandeur of our buildings, our unrivalled central
London location on the north bank of the River Thames,
our world-class exhibitions and the dedication and
expertise of our Events Team will make your event
at Somerset House a truly unforgettable experience.

From its 18th century origins, Somerset House has
been a centre for debate and discussion including
the first home of the Royal Academy of Arts. In
the year 2000, the site was re-launched as a public
home for contemporary art and culture. Hosting
your event at Somerset House directly supports
our cultural programme, our commitment to a new
generation of artists and our education and
outreach work.

To find out how we can help develop your event from
concept to reality, contact us on +44 (0)20 7845 4618
or at events@somersethouse.org.uk
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SOUTH WING

PORTICO
ROOMS
Located on the first floor, The Portico Rooms are a
spacious and versatile suite of rooms offering a
contemporary location for both daytime and evening
events. With original features, natural light and
uninterrupted views across the River Thames, The
Portico Rooms offer a stylish and versatile backdrop

which can be tailored to each client’s brief. Whether
you prefer to watch the sunset across the River Thames
from the south-facing balcony or marvel at our
sensational fountains from the north-facing balcony,
The Portico Rooms are a truly stunning venue for
your event.
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Available for hire daytime and evening
Available for set up 24 hours
Late night license available upon request
© DISNEY
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The Portico Room .............................................
The Portico Room 1 .............................................
The Portico Room 2 .............................................
The Portico Room 3 .............................................
The Portico Room 4 .............................................

10m x 11.5m
5.5m x 5.8m
5.5m x 8.5m
5.5m x 4m
5.5m x 6.3m

SOUTH WING

NAVY BOARD
ROOMS
Steeped in history dating back to the 18th century, the
Navy Board Rooms are an impressive suite of rooms
with a distinctive sense of charm and heritage perfect
for receptions, intimate dinners or as an addition to The
Portico Rooms. Climbing the grand, sweeping Nelson

Staircase is an experience in itself, as each flight is a
one-off architectural work of art. Entering the main
space, marble fireplaces and wooden floors create a
grand atmosphere with large sash windows offering
views across the River Thames.
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Available for hire daytime and evening
Available for set up 24 hours
Late night license available upon request
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NBR1

NBR2

Navy Board Room 		 ............................................ 10m x 5.5m
Navy Board Room 1 ............................................ 5.5m x 5.5m
Navy Board Room 2 ............................................ 5.5m x 6m
Navy Board Room 3 ............................................ 5.5m x 5.2m

SOUTH WING

SEAMEN’S
HALL
Seamen’s Hall is a neo-classical space on the ground
floor of the South Wing. Entered via central doors
from our stunning Edmond J. Safra Fountain Court,
the Hall leads directly out onto our exclusive River
Terrace, offering panoramic views of the Thames and

surrounding iconic landmarks. With original period
features including black and white marble flooring,
it offers an air of expansive elegance for evening
receptions and dinners.
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Available for hire 18.45 – 22.00
Available for set up from 18.00
Late night license available upon request

Seamen’s Hall........................................................................... 17m x 10m
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WEST WING

WEST WING
GALLERIES
Entering directly from the striking grandeur of The
Edmond J. Safra Fountain Court, guests experience
a feeling of calm and space as they enter the
West Wing Galleries. With 15 newly renovated rooms,
this expansive area boasts light wooden flooring,

high ceilings and plenty of natural light. The understated
elegance of the West Wing Galleries has something
to suit all tastes, with the blank canvas of the galleries
providing a fantastic backdrop for showcases, press
days, product launches and experiential events.

Available for hire daytime and evening
Available for set up 24 hours
Late night license available upon request
Capacities available upon request

West Wing Galleries ................................................................... 679.2 m2

11

FORTNUM’S CHRISTMAS ARCADE, FORTNUM & MASON

COURTYARD

EDMOND J. SAFRA
FOUNTAIN COURT
Located just a few steps from the bustling activity
of the Strand, The Edmond J. Safra Fountain Court and
Sir William Chambers’ neo-classical backdrop is the
heart of Somerset House, offering a spectacular oasis
for memorable events throughout the year. With 55
choreographed fountains dancing through the spring

and summer months, The Edmond J. Safra Fountain
Court is home to some of Somerset House Trust’s
most sought after events, including the Summer Series
live gigs, our outdoor Summer Screen film festival
and Skate, our annual ice rink.

1500 600
RECEPTION

DINNER (WITHIN
STRUCTURE*)

Exclusive hire from 18.30
Available for set up 24 hours
Limited availability
Late night license available upon request
*Not included in venue hire
*Subject to license approval by Westminster City Council
TEN4 PRODUCTION SERVICES LTD

The Edmond J. Safra Fountain Court .......................... 60.3m x 44.2m
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RIVER TERRACE

RIVER
TERRACE
With panoramic views across the River Thames, the
River Terrace is a glamorous choice for an evening event.
Guests can marvel at the façade of Somerset House,
while taking in the glorious views of London that this
space offers. With capacity for up to 500 standing for an

al fresco evening reception, it is one of our larger venues
and popular during the summer months. Also included
in the hire is Seamen’s Hall – a stunning wet weather
option with a capacity of up to 200.

200 500
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AL FRESCO

Seamen’s
Hall

River Terrace

Available for hire 18.45 – 23.00
Available for set up 24 hours
Late night license available upon request
With use of Seamen’s Hall as wet weather option

River Terrace....................................................................... 49.5m x 11.7m
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SOUTH WING

SCREENING
ROOM
With fixed seating for 60 guests, the Screening Room
offers an ideal space for presentations and lectures.
Comprehensive technology and the assured guidance
of a trained technician are available, enabling you to
sit back and let your day run smoothly and efficiently

in the quiet simplicity of this stylish space. A blank
canvas, clients can freely brand and personalise
the Screening Room as they wish. For a breath of fresh
air, step outside and enjoy the nearby Embankment
Galleries which host some of our major exhibitions.

60

THEATRE STYLE

Available for hire daytime and evening
Late night license is available upon request

Screening Room............................................................................. 57.1 m2
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SOMERSET HOUSE

SUPPORT
US
Somerset House is a centre for contemporary culture
and home to a thriving creative community. We combine
our heritage with a commitment to championing
pioneering artistic practice.

Individuals
—	Individuals can join the Somerset House
Supporters’ Court and help play a vital role in
enabling Somerset House to flourish.

Realising our potential and our ambitions as a new kind
of artistic centre for the 21st century — a place where
art is imagined, created and experienced — relies on
working in partnership with a broad range of supporters,
donors and sponsors.

Corporate Partners & Sponsors
—	Opportunities are available for brand partnerships
ranging from headline sponsorship of specific
exhibitions and events to pouring rights
and year-round partnerships across the site.

Our supporters also help us to preserve and renew one
of the capital’s most iconic historic buildings.

—	Businesses can join as Corporate Members with
employee and client engagement benefits
across our wide-ranging cultural programme.
Somerset House Trust is an entirely self-funded charity
receiving no regular public funding. For more information
please contact supportus@somersethouse.org.uk
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SOMERSET HOUSE

OUR LOCATION
By London Underground
Nearest stations:
Temple (Circle & District lines; 250m, 5 min)
Covent Garden (Piccadilly line; 650m, 8min)
Charing Cross (Bakerloo & Northern lines; 700m, 10min)
Embankment (Circle & District lines; 700m, 10min)
Waterloo (Bakerloo, Waterloo & City, Jubilee & Northern
lines; 800m, 11min)

By bus
Buses 1, 4, 6, 9, 11, 13, 15, 23, 26, 59, 68, 76, 87, 91, 139,
168, 171, 172, 176, 188, 243, 341, 521, RV1 and X68 all
pass along the Strand and/or Aldwych, stopping within
100-200 metres of Somerset House.
By river
River Bus Services RB1, RB2 and RB6 all stop at
Embankment Pier, roughly 600 metres from
Somerset House.

By rail
Nearest stations:
Charing Cross (700m, 10min)
Blackfriars (1km, 13min)
Waterloo (1km, 13min)
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By bicycle
There are bike stands on the Strand, Aldwych
and Victoria Embankment, close to Somerset House.
There are also several Santander Cycles docking
stations near Somerset House.
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Somerset House, Strand
London WC2R 1LA
+44 (0) 20 7845 4618
events@somersethouse.org.uk
www.somersethouse.org.uk/venue-hire
@SomersetHsVenue

